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A Project Between the South Central School-to-Work Center, SC Tech Prep Consortia and

Dakota River Lands School-to-Work Partnership


eMENTORING

PILOT PROJECT

T

he eMentoring pilot project addresses the need for connecting busy adults and busy youth in our communities and providing a way for them to build meaningful relationships, learn real world applications for the learning they are acquiring at school and promoting success in school and life. 

Young people do best when they are supported by a network of caring adults. While many working adults might want to be mentors, professional commitments and other time constraints often keep them from volunteering. eMentoring provides an opportunity to contribute to the community and its youth without taking one away from one’s workday. 

O

ver the Winter,  Spring and Summer of 2001, four school districts along with the South Central STW Center and 34 businesses in the Mankato area participated in the first eMentoring project in our area. The SC STW Center and educators from the 4 districts also: 

· met, planned and  designed the format,

· identified and matched the student and mentor participant population,

· reviewed and adapted materials for an eMentoring manual and PowerPoint presentation,

· determined assessment materials to be used, and

· hosted a celebration luncheon for the first semester pilot group.

I

n the four schools using the materials during the 2000-01 school year, we  piloted the project with 11th and 12th graders during the winter and spring of the year and have begun again Fall 2002 in three districts with 10-12th graders. 

Students correspond with their eMentors once a week, schedule one face-to-face meeting and ask a lot of questions regarding the career and work experiences of their mentor. The students complete an assessment of their interests to assist in the matching of student and mentor. 

I

nformation from the assessment will then be used as part of the course in Career Exploration or may be used along with a specific career such as an Accounting course or Desk Top Publishing. Students also learn work place, communication and technology skills.  Curriculum has been adapted from a variety of sources and the eMentoring manual has many lesson plans and suggestions for educators interested in incorporating eMentoring into their classroom.


eMentoring


Information


Available


The eMentoring PowerPoint presentation, transparencies, masters of the teacher manual and worksheets are available on CD IBM formatted/ compatible CD, using Microsoft Word 2000. 





The price for a copy of the CD is $10.00 to cover cost of diskette, copying and mailing. 





For more information about this project or to order the CD, contact Kathryn Rusch at 507-389-7241 or Email at KathrynR@sctc.mnscu.edu 
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